
Gerard Thomas (“Jerry”) Scallan
November 2, 1934 – October 23, 2024
Gerard  Thomas  Scallan,  beloved  father,  grandfather  and  educator  of  Baton
Rouge, LA, passed away on October 23, 2024, just days shy of his 90th birthday.
Born on November 2, 1934, he was the fourth of five children to Bennett Joseph
Scallan, Sr. and Adele Gremillion Scallan of Simmesport, LA. Jerry proudly served
in the U.S. Army Reserves, with active duty in 1957 and again from 1961 to 1962.
A 1956 graduate of Louisiana State University, he was a member of the Kappa
Sigma fraternity. His career in education spanned 38 years in East Baton Rouge
Parish, where he taught at Highland and Melrose Elementary Schools and later
served as principal at Westdale Elementary and Kenilworth Middle Schools. He
retired  in  1994,  having  touched  countless  lives  through  his  commitment  to
teaching and leadership in education. Along with his partner Patrick Kennedy,
Jerry co-owned Camp Beau Bois, a day camp on Staring Lane, where generations
of  Baton  Rouge  children  enjoyed  summers  filled  with  swimming,  horseback
riding, archery, arts and crafts, and many more outdoor activities. An exceptional
cook, Jerry found joy in preparing comforting meals for family and friends. His
warmth and ability to connect with people from all walks of life made him a
cherished presence in the community.  Known for his generosity, he was always
ready to lend a helping hand to those in need.
Jerry is survived by his daughter Catherine Scallan LaChapelle and her husband
David, along with their children Lyla and Max of Glen Ellyn, Illinois. He is also
survived by his stepdaughter Cynthia Millican French, her husband Randy, and
their children Amy, Jacob, and Stephen French, Jacob’s wife Vikki, as well as his
stepdaughter-in-law  Sonya  Ryland  Millican.  He  leaves  behind  many  beloved
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his wife, Margaret Stephens
Scallan; his siblings Arthur, Donald, and Bennett Scallan, Jr., and Sylvia Scallan
Cottano; and his stepson John Michael Millican. An interment service for both
Margaret and Jerry will be held at the Louisiana National Cemetery in Zachary,
LA, at a later date. The family kindly requests that any donations in Jerry’s name
be made to the East Baton Rouge Council on Aging or to the National Alliance for
Mental Illness (donate@). Please sign the online guestbook at

https://sealefuneral.com/2024/11/02/gerard-thomas-jerry-scallan/

